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Wiy would the Bible show that God is
angry with.a “Christian™ nation like the
United_ Stalcs. nations like France,
Denmark,- Sweden, Britain, South Africa,
Australtia, Canada, or Isracl?

Isn't it easier to.imagine God being
“mad” at Iraq, Likya, Syria, Victnam,
China, Cuba, Lebanon, Angola, Liberia or
Bangladesh? Many nations are ruled by
despots. Mitlions suffer under dictatorial,
repressive.jegimes which deprive them of
thcrmosi ‘basic of human rights; millions
dig, of starvation, suffer from endemic
disease, poverty. squa%or and hopelessness
as powcr—_mad poiitical leaders pursue their
own insgne, egocentric goals.

How'many horror stories are then
throwghout histors where exil, sadistic
rulers bavg commitied atrocities on a
monumental, genpeidal scae?

Hitler was responmble for the deaths of

§ niotfar behing;z
Moody lruth or much of it, emcrgcd
follewing his death of vast “purges” within
his own country, not to menticn the brutal
vape of countries ovesrun by the Red Army.

. Historians will never know Ihe hideous
Lﬂll of life in China, Vietnan, or Cambodia.
Pol Pot’ 5 horrifying regime may have
murderpd more than one millioa. Refugees
flesing the country told of. “cutting their
feet on the bones” of others lying in jungle
trails. In Africa, brutal, repressive leaders
have savagc!y carvied out genocide against,
other tribal.groups; in Nigeria, Kenya,
Tanzama Ango[a. the Sudan South Afnca,

World events loudly proclaim we are nearing the begin-
ning of the prophesied “Great Tribulation,” a time of
horrifying national pumshmenrs for many natlons, espe-
cially the United States, Britain, and some of the nations of
Europe and the Mideast, But why? "

tribal warfare has taken countless lives.

Does the Bible say anyshing whatsoever
about such massive brumllty" lt most
certainly does,

But with $0 many countries guilty of
such horrible excesses, why wounld God be
wrathful toward The United Siates, or
Britain? ‘

Some would scoff at the suggestion God
is angry with our peoples. They would
discount such a statement as wild hysieria;
fanciful theological nonsense by a
doomsdayer whe, like chicken little, funs
about crying “the sky Is falling,”" or who
delights in pretending to bc 2 prophcl
eryingi*Deomi Doomy®.; 7 T a0

Yet, the Bible contains dozens of
powerful indictments against specific
nations-—naming them, listing their terrible
individual and national sins! Not onty are
such seemingly insignificant nations as
Tordan, Egypt and Turkey mentioned by
their ancient, tribal names, but major
nations are identified, and their horribie
sins are clearly catalogued!

Believe it or not, God is wrathful toward
all ngtions, not just a few! He says, “Come
near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye
people: let the earth hear, and all that is
therein; the world, and all things that come

Oonstrpcvonis underway at church property on Lake Palestine

forth of it.

“For the indignation of the Eternal is
upon all nations, and His fury vpon their
armies...” {Isaiah 34:1-2).

Yet, Gor} specifically focuses His wrath
upen His “eleet™—ithe “House of Isracl”
and the “House of Judah™—detailing their
enormous individual and national sins from
the earfiest books in the Bible to the
prophecies dealing with the end time!

Great Tribulation Coming Upon
Modern “Israel”

The prophesied Great Tnbulanon is

"Great National Tribulation Coming on
Amerlca and Britain—But WHY?

primarily the time of God's national
punishments to come upon the Usited
States of America ané the British
Commenwealth!

“..lo, the days come, saith the Eternal,
that I will bring [back] again (the second
time—1this bas never happened yet in
history} the captivity of my people Israel
and Judah, saith the Eternal: and 1 will
cause them to retum to theland that [ gave
their fathers, and they shall possess it.

*..For it shall come to pass in that day,
saith the Eternal of Hosts, that I will break
his yoke from off thy ncEkf,; and wiil burst
thy bonds, and strangersishall no more
serve themselves of him:

“But they shall serve the Eiernal their
God, and David their king, whom [ will
raise.up unto them” (Jeremiah 30:1-9).

Witen does the Bible picture these
stragglers, these beaten slaves, like

Contlnued on page 5

Transtar  Satellite Television eof
Hampshlrc "Engtand, began making radic
broadcaszmg time available over their
Astra Satellite in October, 1990,

According. to Vircent Monsey,
Managing Director, "t is 2 major
achievement for the Astra Satellite to reach
17 million homes so soon after launch,
Realistic projections show that by the end
of 1990 some 25 million homes will be
receiving radio and tefevision broadcasts
from the sateltite.”

Initially, we wereroffered ong-half hour,
five ﬁaj’s per week, between 5 and 7 pan.
at the rate of $2,860 per week, Because of
budgetary constraints involving our many

- television stations in the United States, we

were unable to avail ourselves of (his offer.
However, we are commencing with two
fifteen-minute broadcasts each week, much
of which will be underwritten by members
of the Church of God, International in
Britain and Europe.

Garner Ted Armstrong began making
new radio programs about a month ago,
commencing with current programs on the
Crisis in the Gulf, and following on with a
new sexies on the Gospels,

Radlo Broadcast
Now Reaching
Eu rope via Satejl-:l'i_te

“I intend vsing the ‘Harmony of the
Gospels® by Robertsony ‘wading through
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John verse by
verse, expounding, explaining,” Mr.
Armstrong said.

"I wiil emphasize the vast difference
between what people have always casually
assumed the Bible says, and what it realiy
says,” he commented, “Already, | have
emphasized how Matthew 1:18 plainly
says Mary was ‘found with Child of the
Hely Spirit,” and went into the ‘trinity’
doctrine in great detail, advertising ovr
brochure on the trinity by Vance Stinson,”
he said.

“Most of the time, I will be explaining
the differcnce between the worldly concept
of & ‘gospel” abowt Christ, and the rea/
gospel message He brought; preaching the
Gospel of the soon-coming Kingdom of
God, both as 8 witness and a warmning.” Mr.
Armsirong said.

As the accompanying map of Britain-
and Europe shows, the satcllite reaches
people in many, many countries:

Among them are Adstria, Belgium,
Czechoslavakia, Denmark, Ireland, Fintand

Continued nexi page
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Dear Friend ‘anelﬁyvqucnbcr B}
We all know = terrible shooting war
could break. out at any moment in the

Mideast! The United States and major -

=" European powers, 1o say nothing of tiny

Asrael, DARE NOT Jeave Saddam Hussein's

‘military machine, chemical weapon plants

and nuclear capability intect to destabilize
ithe entire region, and create an entirely
new awkward imbalance in the power
structure of the Middle East, '

- While oany were cheering the release
of the hostages, surely it must dawn on
some that now that most Americans
(except for those, few whe wanted 10 stay)
are.gut of Kuwall and Iraq, it mgans war
may be more’ likely than before, for the
simple reason that United States armed
forces comman: rs do not need to worry
about killing Amcn*an civilians!

Bible pmphccy says war will come to
the region, cvcnmally' Christ's prophecy in

Matthew 24:15 about the abomination of

desolation was the subject of my most
recent booklet—which, if you have not yet
written for it, I urge you to do so at this
time! This brand-new booklet, The
Abommanon of Desolation, ‘clearly

.‘n;dg‘qg,q;’_s "Wh really is the infamous

- *Antichrist”—the “man of sin" of 11’

'n;cssa.lomans 2, the “[iitle horn” of Daniel
8 and 9-—vho wﬂl set up something that is
an obsccm effrontery 10 God in the “holy

H e e T

R l;natwnal
ﬁzmz S

Tiat Idevnetional Wews is W official newspager of

Tha Chusrch oF God, intesnational, work headduarters

Ty‘or Texag U.S.A. Copyright £ 1993 Tha Church of
lmemww. Al dnhu resorved,

Edltot In cms Gamor Ted Amstreng

Hanlqlnq Eﬂtor' Vanca A. Stinson

Assoclats Editors: Ronaid L. Dan, Mark A,
Asmstiong, Jamek MeBride .

At tf‘u"T'k/

DavidD Arrnsﬂorsg

wils
GupMc quamw T Arms\rorvg

hmu lanHu.mon

P

Siariptor; Nara Sharp

'NOTICES: T?W fnlarnational News woeicomes
subrmsslm,qi ut}clﬂ teaturos, church news,
pictures’ or’ manuscripts Howaver, H cannot be
mspomubiehrme retum of unsoliciled matsrials. Al

Syt

4 should be
| wnpod. sqji-addfapmmwbopa

Pt

iod by a

l’otolga Acewsawn: Dosinond Burg, Tha Chuich of
God, interngtional, R, Box 2525, Penticion, Biitish
Comumbia, Y24 TH5, Canada + Etignne Sovrdin, 16
av Paut Claudel! ¥1 250 S1. Gormain-tes-Gorbell,
France' Jamem bcBride, The Church of Ged,
‘intemational, PO, ﬁoj 2525, Lincoin, England LNS
7PF » Alan Kendalf, Thb Ghurch of God, international,
PO, Box 176, Maykeld N.S.W. 2304, Ausiralia - fan
Boyne, 60 Calrncurran Ave., Pembroka Hall, Wastorn
Distract P.O., St Andtrow, Jamaka 411 « Pike Mirto,
 Tho Church of God, Intemational, MRFA, Box 10091,
Makat, 1200 Metro Manila, Philippines (3

" The Post article said, *

placé” in Jerusalem. o
Over the last couple of years,'many
articles have been appearing in the world
press conceming the intent of various-right-
wing Jewish religious ozganizations to
build arother temple! Back in October of
15989, a flurry of articles appeared in
newspapers a1l over the United Statdg, .in"t
ng*maga.zme and in the Jerusalem J’osr
..members of the
Faithful of the Temple Mount marched last
week from the western wail to the Pooi of
Siloam to consecrate what they have
designated as the comerstone of the third

. temple. Police had prevented the group,

from laying the ‘cornersione’ m the -
weslern wall plaza, as they orlgmally
intended.... $alomon {Gershon Salomen,
who is lcader of the Faithful of the Temple
Mounl] said that the stone, which he
described as ‘holy,” would soon be put in .
its rightful place” {Jerusalem Posr, October
28, 1949).

A coupie of weeks carlier, Timé
maga_z.mc reported, “Next week Israel's
Minister of Religious Affairs will sponsor a
Conference of Temple Research 10 discuss
whether contemporary Jews are obligated
to tebuild, However, several. smalt
question is settled. They are zEalously
making prcparauons for the new temple in

“ spite of the doctrinal obstaclcs “and the

certainty of Muslim fury. -
Fhey point out that animal sacnﬁces

" and,  pther aspeess of emple warship ar¢ 50

| " ingrained in Judaism that they take up to a

third of the 613 biblical commandients,

. plus, main portions of the ’I‘almud and the

daity fitual, - - - B e,
“No group is more zealous than 1he
Temple Institute whose spiritual leader is
50-year-cld Rabbi Isracl Ariel,.., ‘Qur
task,’ states the Institute’s American-born
direcior, Zev Golan, ‘is to advance [he

Radio

Contlnued from paga 1

Francc Gcrmany, Greece, E{ung1ry.
iceland, [srael, Italy, Luxembourg,
toltand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Britain, and Yugoslavia,,

“I remember waiting at a red light in
traffic on a sunny day back in the mid *60s
by Selfridges’ department siore in
London,” Mr. Armstrang said. “My

" windows were relled down, and ‘I was

amazed 10 hear my own voice coming back
at me from two automobiles, one on gach |
side, from one of the ‘ship stations™ which
happened to be airing the program at that
precise time. It is elating to know that
millions will now be able to hear the
broadcast once again—pcople who have
not heard my voice since the late 197051

Tapes of the broadcasts 1o England and
Europe will also be sent to Jamaica, and
other countrics, O

- about 20 deaths;

cause of the wemple and 1o prepare for ity
establishment, not just talk about it.”

“During six years of research, the
Institwie has reconstructed 38 of the ritual
imptements that will be required when
templé sacrifices are restored; it witl
complete the other ftems as funds permit. A
museum of the completed picces has drawn
ten thousand visitors during the current
holy days™ (¥ime, 1989).

As the article indicates, ail sich

; attempts by right-wing Jewish orga-

“nizations {make the Islamic Arabs

wepbsolutely furious. As you saw in the news,

the most recent attempt, late in 1990, led to
25 rock-throwing
- Palestinian youths were shot by Isracli
police when the youths attempted o
prevent another symbolic laying of a
comerstone,

As a result of the extremely unstable
condition in. the Middle East; the
imminency of war; we have decided not to
produce our.expected year-end full-color
issue of Tweniieth Century WATCH, a1 the
beginning of this new year. Obviously,
because of the possibility of day-to-day
changes occurring in the situation, we did
not want to send. to the press a full issue of
our magazine which could prove to be
virtually “out of date’l.by the time it got to
your mail box! -

Therefore, while I had originally
intended the article “The Abomination of
-Dasolation:to be.included. in.the. special
year-end issue of Twentieth Century
WATCH, we opted 10 make it into a booklet
as a permanent part of our literature

inventory instead,
v As always, we will continually strive o
preduce this publication, The fnternational
News, and get it to your address in timely
fashion.

We just recently completed another
annual meeting of the Ministerial Council |

"in our home office here in Tyler. Al in

attendance felt it was our best council
meeting ever, and we are sure that
thonsands will rchlcc when they learn of
the new ordinations which were approved,

Work is progressing on the grounds of
our newly-acquired properiies on beautiful
Lake Palestine. The siab has bees poured
for our large “Family Life Center™ which
witl prove 10 be an extremely practical and
functional building for many different
purposes.

We hope 1o have it completed in ample
fime to accomsnadate the more than one
hundred youngsters we anticipate will be
attending the summer youth program on
the grounds this coming June. All the
youths will be notified via their own
mailing list, and in our new youth
publication. Any of you who are nol
currently on that mailing fist and want 1o
receive information concerning summer
camp and other youth activities, please
write to us and {et us know as soon as
possible,

The new building will provide us with
an air-conditioned recreation area, for
indoor .basketball, volleyball and
badminton, as well as spacious kitchen, and
adequate restrooms‘ and classroom
facilitics.
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As soon as it is in sufficient shape, the
local Tyler church wifl begin meeting in
the building, and we are presently
contemplating designating it as an

‘alternative festival site for 19911 An

official announcement to this effect, listing
accommodations, discussing the entire
situation invelving camping, etc., will
come out a little {ater.

We hope this will relisve pressure on
already overcrowded facilities at both
Wagoner, Oklahoma, and Panama City
Beach, Florida.

The auditorium/gymnasium in the new
building is expected to seat approximately
450 people. ’

Also, we are in the concept and design
phase of cur much-needed new office
building to be constructed on the same
grounds, on 2 bluff overlooking beautiful
Lake Palestine!

QOur present building in the south pant of
Tyler has been completely outgrown!
Though we know it may lake quite a bit of
time, we have listed it for sale; a sign is
clearly visible (o passersby on the highway,
and we hope that within the next year arid a
half or two years, we will be working in a
much more practical facitity,

My wife and | are very much looking
forward te anolher visit to southern
California this carly January, and 2 special
chuech visit in Pasadena on January 5 a; 58
South Sierra Madre, Pasadena, 10:30 a.rm.
God willing, I will be speaking to brethren
from the central part 6f California in'Siin
Jose at the LeBarron Hotel, 1350 North 1st
Street, Prevences Room, San Jose, 2:00
p.m., en Decemsber 29,

New Radio Programs Being Made

Currently, I am committed to making
two new radio programs cach week, ang

sending them to Mr, Jim McBride in -

England. where they're being placed on
ASTRA Satellite (sce accompanying article
and map).

Even though it adds a good bit 10 my
waorkload, it does fee! pood to be back in
front of the microphone and radio studio,
with my large studio Bible and Robertson’s
Harmony of the.Gospels, doing the same
kind of radio programs I have done for
thirty-five and a half years,

New Booklet Program

Presently, we are committed to
preducing one new bookler cach month in
the calendar year 19911 1 am already
making rapid progress on a major new
booklet explaining WHY the Great
Tribulation is coming on Britain and
Amcrica; showing the many, many
scriptures that deal with our collective
personal and catjonal sins, and why it is
that Almighty God says He is wrathful
toward our peoples!

Other major upcoming booklets will be
on the subjeet of the Sabbath, race,
evolution/creation, and many dectrinal and
biblical subjects.

[tis our intention to be able to announce
at least one new publication each time |

write a third-class Jetter to our entire
mailing list!

In addition, we are intending to continue
publishing The International News once
each month, and we certainty want to urge
all of you contributing writers, and ‘those
who report 10 us on local church activities,
weddings, births and the like to Stay busy!
We also appreciate the inclusion of black
and white snapshots and pictures to
accompany any such articles,

Finally, a sincere thank you to those
who are joining us on the prayer line on a
daily basis, and especially remembering the
time when all of us ministers are assembled
together each Friday morning, going
through the many heart-rending, tearful and
painful cries and pleas for help we receive.
Truty, some of the letters we receive are
absolutely sickening, when they relate to us
the heartbreaking circumstances in many
people’s lives as a result of drugs, rape,

marder, so many crimes and sins it is
impossible to catalog them all,

THANK YOU to thosg who are faithfully
standing with us, giving 45 they abie so that
we may have 1o GIVE all of this free
literature, the television programs and new
radio broadcasts to the warld!

Sincerely, in Jesus® name,

Garner Ted Armstrong

Saddam’s Dignity

by Mark Armstmng

[raq’s Ambassador to the United
Nations has said that war in the Gulf will
bring about the isolation of the United
States in the Middle East and the world
community at large (CNN, Larry King
Live; 11/28/90). Bombing any Arab
territory, according-to the ambassador,
would insult collective Arab honor and
result in the vielent overthrow of all
regimes which have suppor:ed the U.S
against Iraq.

Even taking . into..account the
Ambassader's polarized line of Jogic, his
convoluted reasening. and  tame
explanations, he may have a point. Anyone
familiar with the social culiure of Arab
socicty knows they are a people intensely

passionate: in: their-doyalties:to- tradition,

religious belief, and above all, in upholding
pessonal dignity, Study of the Arab way of
life reveals that the maintenance of honor
is at its very foundation,

Iraq’s Ambassador to the us.,
Mohamed Al-Shamat, has become a
familiar face to American selevision
viewers. He appears almost daily 1o
premote the Iraqi line and derounce U.S.
actions and policy. Statements made by the
Iragi Ambassader to the United States
often refer to an attempt to “humijliate”
Saddam Hussein. He claims thar U.S.
military presence in the region is proof that
America intends to control Arab natural
reseurces by force, in effect robbing Arab
countries of their very sovereignty, Will
those types of representations offend the

sensibilities of the vast populations of the

Arab world at large?

Might a consensus that Arab honer has
been trampled upon by the United Siates
with the consent of Arab deaders lead to the
fall of moderate regimes throughout the
region?

Not at all implausible,

What of the constant refesral to the fact
that Iraq is justified in ignoring UN
resoistions  demanding  immediate
withdrawal from Kuwait due 1o the fact
that Isracl has ignored similar resolutions
demanding withdrawal from conquered
territories over a period of decades. That
_those tervitories were acquired in response
ito Arab attack constitutes a dissimilartly to

‘Fraq's invasion of Kuwait (President Bush

accurately cails it “naked aggression™) that
secms 10 have evaded the grasp of Iragis
and the news media. .

" Saddam Hussein has indeed gained
ground in convihcing the United States dnd
the wotld that Isracl's occupation of Arab
fands niiist be a top priority, just as scon as
thls eurrent cn51s is resolved, But how can
Hu eifi’s perception of his owi dlgm!f,-'? Is
1hat fot the very crux of the matter?

"Why fould an intetligent man,’ as
Saddam is reputed to be, risk every: ing;
the hvcs of over a million soldxeré"thc
lives of millions of citizens;: the enure
mfraszructurc of his refatively prospcmus
nation; his ewn life? What conld he
poss:b”iy stand 1o gain by mamlalmng ‘an
antransngent position in the fate of
ovefwhelmmg wortd opinion, and all the
coitvéntional military force. the planet’s
most powerful nation can master?

"Didnt Iraqi-forces pillage and plunder
all the Kuwaiti wealth that-¢ould be carried
or hauled rionths ago? Most analyst§ have
conclided that Saddam Hussein never
dreamed that his invasion of Kuwait would
result in the swift action and vehemcm
interriational resolve he new faces, And-in
response to his calls for comprehensive
rcsolunons of all Mideast problems (read
israel’s withdrawal from all occupied
terruoncs) the U.S. has said, “Fine, but
first get out of Kuwait.” But as most
abservers know in their heart of hearts,
there is virtuatly no hope forthe outcome
the Arab world dcmands ir Israeli oceupied
lerritories, ever,

Other than what was gained in the carly
stages of the invasion, what has Iraq
benefited? It has lost the ability to export or
impert aside from whatever smuggling and
clandestine trade manages o evade the
embargo, lost the ability 1o sell oit which is
the Iragi cconomy’s life blood. Saddam has
had to mobilize his entire sianding army
including ifl-trained and ill-equipped
reserves. He now faces an enormous
assemblage of might and is threatencd by
air, sea and land attack with all of his
military and industrial capacity targeted.
What has he to gain by standing firm? The
answer sounds rhetoricat, even silly from a
pragmatic point of view. It is honor,

Ard while the Western world shakes its
collective head; incredulous at what

_ demented logic, what insanity must be at -

work in a mind that values mere pride
above miilions of lives and all the relative
prosperity of a nation buiit over decades, it
makes perfect sense to millions upon
millions of Arabs who share shat definition

of hopor. | o

Why, after all, was Anwar Sadat,
perhaps the most pragmatie and hopeful of
ali modern Arab leaders assassinated and
buried virtsally without mourning or
outrage expressed by ;hosc we'd have
expected to preserve hzs memary and build
on his successes? Because he was seen 1o
have sullied Arab hon,or }}t; committed the
unpardonable sin of Agcognizing the
existence of a natiop w;:h which he'd
shared a border for nca:fy thrcc decades.
He actually flew to Israel, embraccd
Menechem Begin, formally, recognized
Israel’s sovereignty. Such fratcrmzanon
with a swern enemy of the Arab world
earned him designation as a traitor, One
who put practical considerations, including

the hope for an improvement of life for the

impoverished masses of his t:ountry E

of Arab honor, His sentence was death,
Unmourned, and in aceordance with the
code of Arab honor, just.

Capital Hill hearings on the use of force
have produced a majority counseling
patience in the interests of aveiding
confrontation, Some participants note
however that the avoidaneejof war cannot
result in the achnevcmd“nf of 1.8, goals,
Former Join Chiefs of'Staff and advisors

seem 1o fee] that the casualty risks inherent -

in such a confrontation are so great that
U.S5. dominance could not be maintained in
a war of atirition, and that U.S, public
support could not be mairtained under the
spectre of multiple thousands of American

bays being shipped home in body bags,
Isn’t it odd the way the news media Play
the double role of reperting on public
opinion while aliowing a built-in bias o
shape it? Here is an example of just that.
Newsweek magazine reported in the
December 171h issue that 56 percent of
Americans asked in a pol conducted by
Gallup for Newsweek said they felt that
now that the hostages are out, the 1.8,
should “engage in combat if Iraq fails 10
leave Kuwait...." Fifty-six percent said
engage in combat, 33 percent said don't. in
response 1o the November 26th jssue
“Should We Fight?" Newsweek said that
they received a majority response saying
“no™ 1o war. All but one of the letters they
¢hose 1o print said “no.” Not only did they
say no, each and every one was angrily
critical of Bush Admintstration policy.
Some excerpts; “Bush has 40 stop acting
like a wimp-bully...." *Is the world ready to
Continued on page 8
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Wh'at Was the “Law of Commandments”
That Christ Abolished?

The redemptive work of Jesus Christ brought about the

by Vance A. Stinson -

Have you ever been told that the

introduction of the New Covenant brought

- an end to the Ten Commandments? Many
thousands have béen taught that Christ
came to this eafili‘End abolished the entire
Law of Moées! including the Ten
Commandments, and replaced the “old
Jaw™ with a brand new law.

One of the “proofiexts” most ofica used
to support this “abolished law" theory is
Ephesians 2:15, where Paul, speaking of
Christ, says, "Having abelished in His
flesh the emmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances;
for to make in himself of twain one new
man, so making peace.”

This “law., of. commandments” is
commonly -believed to be the Ten

. Commandmerits, among other *Old

* Testament” laws, But was it? Or was Paul
speaking of something entirely unrelated 1o
the Ten Commandments?

What Did Jesus Say
About the Law?

Before drawing any conclusions about
the “law of commandments” that Christ
abolished, let’s first see what Christ
Himself had to say about the so-called
“Old Tcslamem'l.aw."

“Think not that [ am come to destroy the
law, or the prophets.” said Jesus, in the
famous “Sermon on the Mount™; “T am not
come 1o destroy, but to fulfill” {Matthew
51T,

If Fesus says He did NOT come 10
destroy (or abolish) the Law, why do so
many say that He DID come to destroy the
Law?

Not only did Jesus say that He did not
come 10 destroy the Law, He stated clearly
that He came to fulfill the Law. The Greek
word translated “fulfiii” does not mean
“Lring to an end,” It means “fill up,” ot
w1l full.” Tt agrees perfeetly with the
Messianic prophecy of lsaizh 42:21, which
declares that Christ “will magnify the A
and make it honourable.”

Does magnify mean “abolish”? Hardly!

If anyone is not yet convinced that
Christ did not abolish the Law, then 12ke a
close look at His very nexi statement:

“For verily I say unto you, Tiil heaven
and earth pass, one jot or one titile shall in
no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled” (verse 18).

If heaven and earth have not passed
away, then aeither has the Law! Yer,
incredibly, some disregard this clear
statement of Christ's, ciaiming it is a “hard
saying.” The truth is, it is “hard" only to
those who try to force it into agreement
with the “abolished faw” theory.

it is not such a “hard saying,” however,

* for those who read and helieve what God

abolishment of a certain

“lgw of commandments.” What

was that “law”? Was it the Ten Commandments? The Law

of Moses?

said about the New Covenant. Notice it, in
Feremiah 31

“Behold, the days come saith the LORD,
that 1 will make a new covenant with the
nouse of Isragl and with the house of
Judah....I will put my law in their inwasd
parts, and write it in their hearts; and.will
be their God, and they shall be my people”
{verses 31, 33),

Was God speaking of some “law”
different from the one He gave 1o Israel
through Moses? Of course not! He was
obviously speaking of His Law-—the same
Law He speaks of in Matthew the fifth
chapter?

Christ's deciaration thar He did not
come-to destroy the Law should be enough
10 at least vaise serious doubts about the
“abolished law” theory; and, centainly, His
declaration that one jot or tittle would by
no means pass from the Law “Tili heaven

_and.earth pass,”, should erase any doubls

abouit the permanent nature of God's Law!

But if these crystal clear statements are
not enough, then look at Christ’s nexs
statement: . '

wWhosoever therefore shall break one of
these least commandments, and shal} teach
men so, he shall be called the least in the
Kingdom of Heaven: but whosoever shall
do and teach them, the same shall be called
great in the Kingdom of Heaven™ (verse
19).

Go back and carcfully reread the
passage, beginning in verse 17 and reading
through verse 19, How much more clarity
do we need to prove once and for ail that
Jesus Christ did NOT abolish the Ten
Commandments?

Rather than abolish, He magnified
God's Law. To sec just how He magnified
the Law, simply read through the
remainder of the chapter. You wiil find that
there is no possible way-—without twisting
the plain teachings of Scripture-—10
conclude that Jesus brought an end to the
Ten Commandments.

Did Paut Contradict
His Own Teaching?

in Romans the seventh chapter, the
apostle Paul asks, “What shall we say then?
is the law sin7" He then answers his own
question; and, as we shall see, his answer is
most revealing. Motice: “God forbid {may
it never be sol]. Nay, I had not known sin,
but by the law: for 1 had not known lust
{concupiscence], except the law had said,
Thou shals ner cover™ (verse 1).

His reference to the Tenth Command-
ment leaves us with no doubt as to which

law Paul has in mind, Further, he weils us
that he would not have known sin had it
not been for the Law—for the Law defines
sin, tells us what constitutes sin.

Sin, then, is law-breaking! With this in
mind, notice what Pavl says about sin:

“What shall we say then? Shall we
continue to sin [i.e., break the law), thas
grace may abound? God Jorbid. How shall
we, that are dead to $in {law-breakingl, live
zny jonger therein?” (Romans 6:1-2).

Clearly, if- we are converted Christians,
and if we intend to continue being
converted Christians, then we cannat
willfully persist in breaking God's Law! So
says Paul! The.Law, then, could not have
been abolished at the death of Jesus Christ!

Further, if the Law were now an
obsolete thing of the past, no longer
applicable to New Covenant believers, then
Paul could hardly have declared,
“Wherefore the law is holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and good”
(Romans 7:12). Nor could he have said,
“For we know that the taw is spiritual...”
(verse 14). Nor could he have continually
taught against living In sin, or law-
breaking.

But did Paul contradict his own
teaching? Did he admonish the Romans to
refrain from breaking the Law, while
1elling the Ephesians that the Law has been
abolished?

We can come to one of two conclusions:
Either Paul flatly contradicted his own
teaching, or Ephesians 2:15 does not say
thar the Tern Cemmandments have been
abolished! It's one or the other!

The “Middie Wall of Partition”

Let's return io Ephesians the second
chapter, and note the contexi before
grawing conclusions about the meaning of
verse 15,

Paut writes: “Wherefore remember, that
ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh,
who are cailed Uncircumcision by that
which is called the Circumeision in the
flesh made by hands [note that Paul 13
addressing Gentile converts}; That at that
time ye [Gentiles] were without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of
Isrecl, and strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, and without God
in the weorld:

“But now in Christ Jesus ye who
somelimes were far off are made nigh by
e blood of Christ. For He iy our peace,
who hath made both [Jew il Gentile| one
{i.e . onc peeplel, and hath broken down
the middle wali of parrition between us”

(verses 11-14).

What was the “middie wall of parition”
that stood between the Jews and Gentiles?

Bullinger's Companien Bible offers an:
interesting, and revealing, comment on this
verse, Notice; “The type is seen in the
stone palisade, abous three cubits high,
which separated the Court of the Gentiles
from that of the Jews, Lo pass which was
death to any Gentile. A notice, of which
Josephus speaks, was found in $871.7

The “middle wall of partition,” then,
was a stone palisade that stood in the
Temple, separating the Cours of the
Gentiles from the inner courts, Of course,
Paul’s aliusion 1o it is metaphorical. The
wail's destruction represeats the remavat of
the barrier beiween Jews and Gentiles
where worship of God is concerned. Thus,
the two groups, formerly separated, are
now one people in Christ,

Now, with this in mind, continue the
account: “Having abolished in His flesh the
enmity, even the law of commandments
contained in ordinances; for 1o make in
Himself of twain one new man, so making
peace: And that He might reconcile both
[Jew and Gentile] unto God in one body by
the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.”

Notice that this “law of commandments
contained in ordinances” is described as she
“enmity™ that separnled Jews from
Gentiles. Do the laws of the Ten
Commandmsnts separale people?
Obviously, they do not! If everyone cbeyed
ihe commandments, our divided society
would experience grealer unily than ever
before. The different races would be able to
live (ogether at peace, for there would be
no more murder, and no more hatred,
which is the spirit of murder.

The “law of commandments,” then,
could neot possibly be the’ Ten
Commandments.

The only “law of commandments” that
stood as an “enmity” separating Gentiles
from Jews in the worship of God was
inscribed on the "middie wall of partition,”
or stone palisade, that stcod in the Temple.
And that law forbade Gentiles from passing
beyond the stone pajisade, on penalty of
death. It had nothing whatsoever 10 do with
the Ten Commandments, or with any part
of the Law of Moses! '

A replica of a broken picce of the wall,
with the inscription forbidding Gentites 10
pass, is on display at the Dallas
Theological Seminary library. There can be
no guestion that this is what Paul is
ailuding 10 in Ephesians the second
chapter,

So, no, the Ten Conumandments have
not been abolished, They are as
meaningfui, as holy, and as binding as they
CVET wWere,

Now is ay good 2 1ime us any w resolve
10 keep them! L)



a1+ A S 1o e P e i B P SRR Y o

January, 1991

THE INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Where’s Your Phylactery? i

by James McBride

He stands out in the crowd. On his
forchead suspended from a leather throng
is a hollow cube maybe an inch long, made
of skin. There’s another suspended from
his wrist, They are black, and each contains
a serip of inscribed parchment, On his head
is a shawl, and his chin sprouts an untidy
beard. Around the lower end of his jacket
is a long fringe.

That's how the typical Pharisee may
have appeared in the first and second
centuries A.D. Docs this mode of dress
reflect a Bible command? And if it does,
ought Christians 1o deck themselves in this
bizarre fashion? After all, we are a
“prculiar people”!

Common Aftire?

Historically, it's unlikely
phy]aclcrlcs {that cube made from skin),
fringes, shaggy beards, etc., were the
commeon attire of the average Jew in the
street, Most commentaries Tecognize their
existence—but limit them to picus Jews on
religious occasions. They are considered to
be an overly exuberant interpretation of
such scriplures as Exodus 13:9 and
Deuteronomy 6:8
. But even |f a real, dcnmnd of the
Law—did the garly church cncourage
them? Should we?

Undoubiedly the average convened Jew

that

in New Teslament times rct'_ileg:téd the
customs of the non-Messianie few, He
continued to attend Temple services (Acts
2: 46) His worship was of[cn a

converted chs even cominued to makc
vows and fuifili the demands of the
Law—"..they are all zealous for the Law™
{Acts 21:20-26). Even the aposllc to the
Gentiles, Pau}, wholeheartedty sacrificed in
God's Temple! So it’s not uniikely that
Christian Jews dressed as did their
contemporaries—though without the
excesses condemned by Jesus (Matthew
23:5)

But-should we? is there a Bibie
injunction for the twentieth century
Christian to emulate them in the matter of
the externals of retigiods belief? -

Heart of the Matter

The matier strikes a1 the nature of our
faith. 1s the Christian'lif¢ composed of
externals such as our-iode of apparel? Or
whether we're cm:umc:scd or not? Or
outward tokens of our faith, like
amulets—or phylacteries? Or the growing
of appropriately shaped-—or - unshaped-—
facial bair?
 In our sophisticated Western world such
outward show would be bizarre and
ridiculous indeed! But--il the Scriptures
command it—shouldn't we, for the sake of

Cas bemg especially “spiritua

our Christian witness, be unashamed?

Of course, our outward appearance 75
important. The way we stay clean and dress
and groom ourselves should be of the
highest standard, truly reflecting the best
we can do within our means. But does Ged
really say we ought to wear special
“Christian” clothing? Or dress like
cur—probably fautty—perception of a first
century Jew?

A more likely interpretation of the
Scriptures is expressed in Proverbs: “Let
not mercy and truth forsake you; bind them
about your neck; write them vpon the table
of your heart” {3:3). In other words, these
abstract qualities are to be part and parcel
of our daily lifé, Simply wearing special
amujets-or crucifixes or crosses or unkempt
beards or religious fringes doesn’t mark us
Plror
obedient, - s

+ In’ fact; Jesus—because this outward
show-was the typical behavior of the
“réligious™ Jew of His day-~explicitly
warned against such external expressions
of our faith. Whether in our praying (it

-should be private} or our giving (it cught to

be discreet and not public—~Matthew 6:1-
4) ot our fasting (no one should know from
our appearance and demeanor—verses 5-
6). And the principle of “inwardness” in
our clothing applicd by the apostle Peter 1o
women (I Peter 3:1-6) susely apphes in
general to all Christians.

~In contrast to the faith of ancient

Judaism, frue C{lrfsriarrfry is a mater of
the heart,

That is, the Christian is transformed
inwardly by the working of the Spirit of
God. No Jonger is gircumcision an essential
{Philippians 3:3). Nor worship in a temple
through the agency of a priesthood {John
120-24), Nor special clothing and outward
material signs of our faith.

Why? Because "God IS Spmt and they
that worship Him mus: worshlp Him in
spirit [i.e., inwardly) and in tnith.”

So when we walk the streets, or attend
1o our business, or gather as commanded 1o
observe God's Sabbaths {Hebrews 10:25),
such artifacts den’t commend us to
God—or to men!

This inwardness is' mot; of course, a

-teaching confined to the New Testament,

Isaiah points out that fasting—especiatly
on the Day of Atonement-—was of no
consequence if not decompanied by an
attitude of concern for athiérs expressed in
a life of service (Isaiah 58} And Jeremmiah
looked forward to a new covenant between
God and mankind by which I will put my
law in their inward parts, and will write it
in their heants” (Jeremiah 32:33).

Let us, then, develop all those inner
spiritual characteristics which reflect the
mind of Christ. As these virtues grow.in us,
they will manifest as godly behavior, which
is the true “outer apparel”.of the people of
God! Q

Tribulation

Continued from page 1
refugeces, returning to their own lands? Ar
the time of the Second Coming of Christ
and the RESURRECTION! There is no
question concerning the time setting of
these prophecies.

MNotice fow many scriptures picture the
condition of God's people, the so-called
“lost ten tribes™ of the House of Isracl, and
the House of judah, at the time of God's
intervention, the time of Christ’s return,
and the beginning of the millenniom:

“And it shall come to pass in that day,
that the remnant of Isracl, and such as are
escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no
more again stay upon him that smote them;
but shall stay upon the”Eternal, the Holy
One of [sracl, in truth.

“The remnant shail return, even the
remnant of Jacob [Isracl: the “lost ten
tribes™], unto the mighty GOD. For though
thy peaple lsrael be as the sand of the sea,
yet & remnant of themn shali retum:.. for the
Eternaj of hosts shalt make a consumption
{full end, or finish], cven determined
{which God has previoussly planned], in the
midst of all the land. )

“Therefore thus saith the Lord God of

[stavery! Captivity, as in the days of Joshua
and the early Israclites!]....

“And it shall come to pass in that day,
that his burden shall be taken away from
off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy
neck, and the yoke shall be destreyed
because of the ancinting” (Isaiah 10:20-
27).

The yoke is used as a symbol of slavery!

It i laid upon God’s “elect,” Israel, by
mwo powers: the great false church, headed
by the false prophet, or Antichrist ([safah
47:6), and the “beast™ power, which is the
final head of the seven successive heads of
Rome, the Germanic rulers over the so-
calied “Holy Roman Empire” {Isaiah
10:27; 14:25).

Hitler deported millions from nations all
over easiern Evrope; Jews from many
countries, countless Poles, Czechs,
Hungarians, Greeks, Slavs, Serbs, Croats,
Romanians, French; many others. They
were used as forced laborers in hundreds
of German factorics all over Gesmany and
occupied Eurape. More than half of these
wretched people, forced 1o live in squalor

_and privation, without adequate food or

hosts, O My people that dwellest in Zien, -

be not afraid of the Assyrian: he shall smite
thes with a rod, and shall lift up his staff
against thee, afler the manner of Egypt

i clothing, with no medical assistance, died!

The ancient Assyrians did the same
thing. 1f you have not yet read our free
book Enrope and Anmerica in Prophecy,
you need to write for it immediately, and

read it carefully! It is perhaps one of the

most important missing “"keys” 1o the
understanding of prepheey one could

. discover—the idenrity of Britaia and the

United States; of Germany, and the early
Europeans.

The scripture cleariy says it is the
modern nation of Assyria that will conquer
the modern nations identified as the “lost
ten tribes,” or the House of Israel. This
modern nation called “Assyria” in
prophecy will take them captive, and use
them as forced laber; as houschold
servants!

Notice again how modern “Israel" (nar
the Jews in Palestine, but the nations of
modern Manasseh, Ephraim, and all the
others, of ten-rribed Israel is said 1o be
held captive by Assyria at the time of the
Second Coming of Christ:

“And it shall come to pass in that day,
that his burden shall be 1aken away from
off thy shoulder, and his yoke from off thy
neck, and the yoke shall be destroyed
because of the anointing.” This “anointing™
refers to the return of Cheist; the
establishment of His millenniat reign.

God says, “..He shail sct up an ensign
for the nations, and shall assemble the
aufcasts of Israel, and gather together the
dispersed of Judah [two separate peoples}
from the four corners of the earth...and
there shall be an highway for the remnant
of His people, which shall be left, from
Assyria; like as it was in the day that he

came up out of the l[and of Egypt” (Isaiah]
11:12-16).

Again, He promises, “The Eternal of
hosts hath swomn, saymg. Surcly as I have
thought, so shall it come 1% pass; and as 1
have purposed, so shall it stand:

“That I will break the Assyrian in my
land, and upon my mountains tread him
under foot: then shall Ais yoke depart from
off them, and his burden depart from their
shoulders™ (Isaiah 14:24-26).

Never did this take place in history.
Assyria carried ancient Israel captive in
successive waves of invasion in about 72t
te 718 BC. Assyria was subjugated by
Babylon, which becamé ‘ﬂze first true world .
ruling empire. But B zL()‘n gained the
ascendancy over its snstelr' ’nﬁnon Assyria in ’
its own indigenous area,not in the land of
Palestine.

This prophecy has nof, yp.',occurred.’

Yet, here is a nation identified only as
“Assyria," who wilk be holding God’s
people “Isracl” captive ai.the time of the
Second Coming of Chnsr’ You will see
surprising information. on the identiry of the
modem Assyrians in our frpc book, Evrope
and America in Pmphec‘y. and a smaller
booklet, The Abammana f Desolation.

Notice that the n;pdern -nation of
Assyria has a partner p jis crimes.

John saw, in vision, & great false chuwrch
which would be led by Satan,-and which
would be allowed of God. te horribly

Continuad next page
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Continued from page 5
marryr many of Christ’s true servants:
“And there came one of the seven
_angels which had the seven vials, and
talked with me, saying unto me, *Come
hither; 1 will show unto thee the judgment
of the great whore that sitieth upon many
waters...” (Revelation 17:1).

Obviously, 4.Wwoman cannol “sit upon”

water, This"is symbolic language,
indicating a grea! false church which s
comprised of members in many different
nations-—a multi-racial, universal chorch!

Natice the proof: *With whom the kings
of the earth have committed fornication
[God labels political intrigue, secret
alliances; cynical disregasd for human
suffering carricd out by evil regimes as
“fornication,” spiritually speaking]. and the
inhabiters of the earth have been made
drunk with the wine of her fornication™
(Revelation 17:2).

"Fhis is spiritial drankenness. {Compare
with Isaiah 29:9 and 59:8-10). Notice, in
passing, that the Greek word is oinos,
which is the only Greek word translated
“swine” in-the New Testament, including
the word used in Jesus® fivst miracle at
Cana, in Galilee, when He changed water
inta oines or “wine.” That einos is a drink

..evwhich, when taken to excess, can cause
drunkenness is obvious. But here, it is used

for the teaching of this great false church;
its doctrines and its elaborate, mystical
rituale. i

The prophecy continues, "“So he carried
me away in thg Spirit into the wilderness:
and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet
colored beast, full of names of blasphemy,
having seven heads and ten horns”
(Revelation 17:3).

What is the meaning of this scarlet
colored beast?-(If you have not yet read our
vrochure, “Who, What is the Beast of
Revelation?. or our booklet What is the
Mark of the Beast? please write
immediately for both: gratis, of course.
Also, write for our booklet, The
Abomination of Desolation, which makes
PLAIN the identity of this great false
church!),

Notice the Bible interprers the Bible; we
dare noi--altempt 10 put our owhn
interpretation on it. God says, “The seven
heads are seven mountains on which the
woman sitteth, and there are seven kings:
five are fallen, and one is, and the other is
not yet come; and when he cometh {the
seventh and last “head" of political
systcm—huma'n government of this
“beast”}, he must continve a short
space...and the ten horns which thou sawest
are Jer kings which have received no
kingdom as. yeil; but receive power as kings
one hour with.the beast,

“"These have pne mind, and shall give
their power.and strength unto the beast™
(Revelation [7:9-14),

Having “one mind™ obvicusly means
they are in complete agreement regarding
poticy. Unitedly, they will use their giganiic
economic and military strength, peoling

their military forces into one great amy.

“These shall make war with the lomb
{they will ‘actually attempt 1o FIGHT
CHRIST at His returall, and the lamb shall
overcome them: for He is Lord of lords,
and King of kings: and they that are with
Him are calied, and chosen, and faithful”
(Revelation 17:9-14),

The seven heads were to rise and fall in
suceession as is obvious from the context.
John was projected forward in time, in the
spirit, info the time of the Tribulation,
Heavenly Signs, and the Day of the Lord.
The seven successive heads were 10 COmE,
onc afser another, down through hislory.
Finally, the fast head of the “beast” was 10
endure bust a “'short time.”

But this final system, the “scarlet-
colored beast” ridden by the great false
church, was 1o consist of ren differen:
governmenis, represented by the “ien
homs™ of Lhis prophecy.

Daniel's secend chapter says the same
thing. Nebudchadnezzar's vision consisted
of a great figure representing the four great
worid-dominating empires down through
history, culminating in the final great
kingdom, which would consist of ten
nations,

“And in the days of these kings [the
kings depicted by the ten foes of the image}

"éhall the God of hdavén séCup a kingdom,

which shali never be destroyed: and the
kingdom shall not be left to other people,
but it shail break in picces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever”
(Dariel 2:44), .

The stone cut out without hands is
symbolic of Christ, who retums to smash
this ten-nation combine. The prophecy
shows the “stone” smashing the image on
the roes {ten of them), then, as the image is
blown away to disappear, the sione, Christ,
becomes like a “great mountain” (Christ’s

" millennial retgn) that ultimately fills she

whole carth.

God is going to use a powerful group of
ten nations which wilt form the prophesied
*beast” of Revelation £3:1-10 to punisk our
peoples! But the prisary power which wili
accomplish the martyrdom of saints
(Matthew 24:9; Revelation 12:1317, 137)
will be the “Antichrist,” or the false
prophet.

God is Furions With Qur Peoples

God’s Word wams, "“A third part of thee

" shall die with the pestilence, and with

famine shall they be consumed in the midst
of thee: and a third part shall fall by the
sword round about thee; and § will scatics a
third pari into all the winds [in ail
directions of the compass), and [ will draw
out a sword after them, .

“Thus shall mine wanger be
accomplished, and 1 will cause my fury to
rest upon them, and 1 will be comforted:
and they shall know that [ the Etemal have
spoken it in-my zeal, when 1 have
accomplished my fury in them” (Ezekiel
5:12-13).

But wiy? some will ask!

God responds, *And they that escape of
you shall renember Me among the nations
whither they shall be carried captives,
beciuse | am broken [heartbroken) with
their whorish heart, which hath departed
from Me, and with their eyes, which go a
whoring after their idots: and they shall
lothe themselves for the evils which they
have commitied in al} sheir abominations™
(Ezekiel 6:9).

One of the first great sins mentioned in
the Ten Commandments is the sin of
idolatry.

Are America and Britain guilty of
idolatry? Idolatsy is placing another “'god”
besween oneseif and the true God. It is
Salse worship. Paul said even coveiing,
lusting, passionately desiring something
which is sinful, is idelarry! (Colossians
3:5).

Almighty God appeared to Istael as
Creator! The memorial of His vast,
limitless power—a weekly reminder of His
awesome, overwhelming universe; this
good, green carth and all life upon it, was
God's Holy Sabbath day!

Al the end of creation week, Ged said,
“Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and 2l the host of them.

“And on the seventh day God ended His
work which He had made..." (Genesis 2:2}.
God's work was finished, but He was not
finished creating! Note this well, *...and
He rested on the seventh day from all His
work which he had made.

“And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it: because that in it He had
rested from all His wotk which God
created and made” {(Genesis 2:1-3),

By resting on the Sabbath day, and by
“setting it apart,™ or sanctifying it for holy
use, God blessed this period of time for ail
eternity—gave i1 a name, “Sabbath,” the
only day of the week so dignified, and
commanded mankind to continually
observe this special day down through alt
ages as a memorial of creation,

Prior 1o codifying His Ten Com-
mandments at Sinai, God revealed His
Sabbath day anew to Israelites, who had
grown into a nation in pagan slavery
{Exodus 16:23). He specifically com-
manded them to gather twice as much
manna on the sixth day of the week, and
rest on the Sabbath day.

When stiff-necked Israelites disobeyed,
God said, “How long refuse ye 1o keep my
commandments and my laws?” (Exodus
16:28). God’s Ten Commandments did not
come inte existence at Sinai, they were
merely codified, written in 1ables of the
most  durable  writing  materials
available—stone!

Motice the language of the Fourth
Commandment: “Remember the Sabbath
day, to keep it holy..." (Exodus’20:8). The
Supbath had been instituted a creation. 1t
was somelhing that was reaied; brought
o being by Almighty God for a special,
holy purpose. 1t was to remind mankind 1o
lovk back to creation; to acknowledge God
in all His awesome and majestic power as
Creator! 1t also looks forward, woward the
seventh one-thousand year period of time,

I
the millennial reign of Jesos Christ.

God said, “Six days shah thou labour,
and do all thy work: but the seventh day
[this is not “one day owt of seven,” but &
specific day] is the Sabbath of the Eternal
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work,
thou, ner thy son, nor thy daughter, thy
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is withia thy
gates:

“For in six days the Eternal made
heaven and carth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Eternal blessed the Sabbath
day, and hallowed it" {Exodus 20:8-11).

Was the Sabbath only for the Jews? No
“Jew™ ever existed until after the childzen
of Judah, who was one of the twelve sons
of Jacob, whose named was changed to
[srael, Eventually, the progeny of Judah
became known by a shortened nickname,
“Iew.” But Judah was not born until tong
after the flood. God had made known His
Holy Sabbath to the ancients. These
righteous pairiarchs who kepr God's laws
are catalogued in the Bible.

The first time the fame “Jew™ appears,
the northern 1en tribes, calied “The House
of Israel are seen to be AT WAR WiTH THE
JEWS! Study H Kings 16:1-6, Here, Israel
and its allies are locked in a war with the
Jews!

The “House of lsrael™ was never
referred to as “the Jews,” even though by
Jesus® time some.members of tribes other
than Juduh were commonly called jews.

Christ says, “The Sabbath was made for
man, ang not man for the Sabbath:
therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the
Sabbath” (Mark 2:27-28).

Was the Sabbath made for the Jews?
No! Christ said it was made for man! For
his benefit, for his blessing; for his day of
blessed rest; a day of relaxation, worship,
rejuvenation, recreation—ihe one day of
the week when he may pause, reflect on
God's marvelous creation, study God's
Word, pray to God, get his mind off the
mundane pursuits of eaming a living, and
think on spiritual things.

The Sabbath was made to be a biessing
to mankind}

Yet, there are millions 1oday who scom
it, spurn it, shun it—who go very far cut of
their way to argue it away, 10 claim il was
*nailed to the cross,” and was only “for the
Jews.” Millions suppose God endorsed
worship on the day pagans labeled the day
of the SUN, Sunday, in supposed honor of
Christ's resurrection.

Yet, God had said the Sabbath was the
only perpetual sign He made between
Himself and His people. "“Verily My
Sabbaths shall ye keep: for it is a sigh
between me and you throughout your
generations; that ye may know that | am
the Eternal thal doth sanctify you™ (Exedus
31:13),

A sign iy an ddemtifying mack, or label.
The *mark uf God™ upan His people is His
Sabbath! This perpetuvally enduring
symbol, or mark of ideariry, would
continually remind God's people that He is
God, their Creator, Who kas spéciatly
chosen them!
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He said, “Ye shall keep the Sabbath
therefore; for it is Anly unto you: every one
that defijcth it shafl surely be put ro death
[Sabbath-breaking was on a par with
murder, and the penalty was the deark
penaity!}: for whosoever doeth any work
therein, that soul shail be cutl off from
among his people.

“Six days may work be done: but in the
seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the
Eternal: whosoever doeth any work in the
Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to
death.

“Wherefore the children of 1sracl shall
keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath
throughout their generations, for a
perpetital covenant” (Exodus 31:14-16).

This identifying mark, or sign, between
God and His elect was for all their
generations, It was not to cease at the end
of some supposed “dispensation” or other;
not 10 fail at some time in the future. It was
1o be "in perpetuity"—forever!

“It is & sign between me and the
children of Israel for ever: for in six days
the Eternal made heaven and earth, and on
the seventh day He rested, and was
refreshed,

The Sabbath was created for men, said
Jesus Christ, 1t was not “for the Jews,” but
for mankind! It was created—made—Ddy
the act of God, Who rested on that special
day, setting it apart for holy use and
purpose. [t was made when man was
made—ihe very day following!

Yet, mitlions, deceived by Satan
{Revelation 12:9), have falsely assumed
God's Sapbath day was “Jewish.,” Anli-
Semitism ameng millions of professing
“Christians” has led them to reject
anything faintly smacking of “Jewishness.”
Millions assume the Sabbath was done
away by Christ,

Mot so. Christ Himself said “the
Sabbath was made for man,” and called
Himself “Lord of the Sabbath day.”

Notice what God promises gentiles
concerning His sabbaths: “Blessed is the
man that fayeth hold on it; that keepeth the
Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his
hand from doing any evil.

“Neither let the son of the stranger
{gentile, not a member of the House of
Iszacl or Judah), that hath jeined himself o

the Eternal, speak, saying, ‘The Eternal
hath vttesly separated me from His people:”
neither let the cunuch say, 'Behold, T am a
dry tree,”

“For thus saith the Eternal unto the
cunuchs that keep my Sabbaths, and
choose the things that please me, and take
hold of my covenant;

“Even to them will T give in mine house
and within my walls a place and a name
better than of sons and daughters: | will
give them an everlasting name, that shall
not be cut off,

“Also the sons of the stranger [gentiles;
nap-Israclitish  nations], that join
themselves to the Eternal, to serve Him,
and to love the name of the Eternal, 10 be
His servants, every one that keepeth the
Sabbath from poltuting it, and 1aketh hold
of my covenant;

“Even them will [ bring to my holy
mountain [the Kingdom of God—salva-
tion! Eternal life!]..." (Isaiah 56:1-7),

if you have never scen positive, Bible
proaf that God's Sabbath day is absolutely
binding upon all mankind today, then write
immediately for our free booklets about
God's Sabbath days.

Tﬁe Sabbath: The Test Commandment

Today, millions profess Christ. They

claim to “believe on Jesus," accepting Him .

as Savior. Yel, those same millions would

- be aghast'if told they must nbey Jesus .

Christ! to show them, from the Bible, that
God is the RULER: that Christ was, in fact,
the God of the Old Testament (John 1,
Hebrews 1); that it was Christ, in His pre-
human state as the Logos, or “Spokesman,”
the Executive Member of the Godhead
|Elehim] who created the earth and all
upon it; who hailowed the Sabbath; who
parted the Red Sea; who wrote the Ten

Commandments with, His own finger. |

Millions would scolf and sneer, confidently
contemptuous of God's commandments, or
any need 10 OBEY GOD!

How many repentant peopie who “come
forward” in massive religious campaigns
are instructed from God's Word about what
is sin;, what is true repentance; about water

baptism; about receiving God's Holy |

Spirit? How many are teld sin is the

TRANSGRESSION OF THE LAW (I fohn
3:4); that God's Ten Commandments,
inctuding the fourth one about the Sabbath,
are to be obeyed?

iNot one in ten thousand,

Instead, milfions are told, “only believe,
and you will be saved.” They think Christ
only wants their belief, their acceptance,
their love.,

But what did Christ say when He was
asked what a Tepentant sinner must BO, if
anything, in order to be saved?

“And, behold, one came and said unto
Him, Good Mastes, what good thing shall |
do, that I may have etemnal Jife?” (Matthew
19:16). What an opporrunity for Jesus! IF
Christ's teaching were the same as
thousands of professing “Christian”
ministers today, He would have said
something to this effect:

“Why, you poor, misguided person.
Tron't you know there is nothing you must
DO 1o be saved? Don’t you know § did it
all for you? Don't you know you need
ONLY BELIEVE ON ME—believe | am the
Christ, believe you have sinned; believe |
can forgive you of your sins; accept me as
youy Savior, and you will be SAVED?”

But Jesus Christ said nothing of the sort.

Read it, in you own Bible! He said,
“"Why caliest me thou good? There is none
good but one, that is, God: but 1F THOU

JWELL ENTER INTO LIFE, KEEP THE

COMMANDMENTS” (Matthew 19:17).
Christ then followed up by showing the
young man He was referring to the only
faw called “commandments” in the Bibie,
the Ten Commandmens (Exodus 20;
Dculercmomy 5

‘Make no mistake! You cannot kccp the
Ten Commandments perfectly by your own
strcngth No man or woman can. Even if

" you coudd, yoi could ot “eara™ salvation,

for salvation is the free, loving GIFT of
God, and cannot be “eamed.” "

" What you have “carned"” by Sabbath-
breakmg. by covetmg‘ lusting, cursing,
stealing, lying, cheating, committing
fornication; by breaking any of the Ten
Cemmandments is death!

When we repent of sin, or when we are .

emotionally broken up over the knowledge
of how wrong we have been, we repent of

_havmg broken God's perfect laws (I John

3:4). oK
Sin is the transgression pf God's law.

When we repent, God says, in essence,
“Go, and sin ro _more,” meaning,
obviously, “Do not centinue breaking my
lawes." )

When the Pharisees brought before
Jesus a woman taken in the act of adultery,
they supposed He would consent to stening
her. They were rying to trick Him; get
Him lo say semething contrary to God's
Word, so they could murder Him.

*...the seribes and Pharisees brought
unic Him a woman taken in adultery; and
when they had set her in the midst,

“They say unto Him, *Master, this
woman was taken in adultery, in the very
act.

“*Now Moses in the law commanded
us, that such should be stoned: but what
sayest Thou?’

“This they said, tempting Him, that they
might have 1o accuse Him. But Jesus
stooped down, and with His finger wrote
on the ground, as though He heard them
not.

“$o when they continued asking Him,
He lified up Himself, and said unto them,
“He-that is withont $in among you, lef him
cast the first stone at her.”

"“And again He stooped down and wrote
on the ground.

“And they which heard it, being
convicted by their own conscience, went -
out one by one;-beginning at the 1385,
even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone,
and the woman standing in the midst,

“When Jesus had lifted up Himself, and
saw none but the woman, He said unto her,
‘Woman, where are those thine accusers?
kath no man condemned thee?"

“She said, ‘No man, Lord.” And Jesus
said unto her, 'Neither do | condemn thee:
go, and SIN NO MORE""(John 8:3-11).

No doubt, Jesus had-written a series of
names on the ground: Perhaps those names
linked the Pharisees with women? Perhaps
the names which Jesus wrote so shamed
the Pharisees that they practically fled the
scene, forgetting the woman they had
accused?

The poiat is, Jesus saw the woman's
tears of humiliation, of deep shame, and

Continued on page 12

Parables

Contlnuesd trom page 11

bones and say, “Thus saith the Lord God
unto the bones; Behold T will cause breath
to enter into you, and ye shall five: And 1
will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up
flesh upon you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath i you, and ye shall live: and
ye shall know that T am the Lord" (Ezckiel
37:5-6),

Now, it is fairly obvious that this verse

is talking about a resusrection from the -

dead. But this is a resursection totally
different from the resurrection spoken of
by Jesus and Paui in which those
resurrected would be like the angels in

heaven—no Jonger flesh and bone. This is
a resurrection 1o physical life—note that
sinews, flesh and skin are put back on
bones and breath is put back in the body.
These resursected ones are not 1o be taken

off to meet the Lord in the air. They aee not .

to be spirit beings able 10 come and go like
the wind,

Wha are they? What are they?

When they had been raised and were

; standing upon their feet—an exceeding

great army—God told Ezekiel who they
were, He said, “Son of man, these bones
are the whole house of Israck: behold, they
say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is
lost; we are cut off for our pars, Therefore,

prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the
Lord God; Behold, O My people, 1 will
open your graves, and cause you to come
up out of your graves, and bring you into
the land of Israel” (verses 11-12). Note that
they are brought isto the land of
Israel—they don’t go into the clouds to
meet the Lord.

.Fo what purposs are they brought up?
“And ye shall know that 1 am the Lord,
when T have opened your graves, O My
people, and brought you up out of your
graves, and shall put My Spirit in yoit, and
ye shalt tive, and I shatl place you in your
ovin land: then shall ye know that I the
Lord have spoken it, ahd performed it,
saith the Lord" (verses 13-14),

These people are going to come to know
God and receive His Spirit—they will be

oy
converted. Those who Jived out their life in
a blinded state-—those who never came to
know God—will, at last, receive mercy.

It may have seemed harsh at first to
consider that God would have concluded
these people to unbelief—seemingly
denying therm s chance at salvation, But as

. Paul put it in Romans 11:32, “For God hath

conctuded them all in unbetief, that He
might have mercy upon dl.” )

Jesus knew that a/f:those who heard
Him were not ready 1o believe. He knew
that there was still a gredffideat of rebeltion,
stubbonmness and selw@ilt- in their heans.
Had He spoken to thetiy plainly, they would
have had no excuse'¥or their sins. So He
withheld the truthi from them-—for a
rime—by speaking 10 them in parables, But
their day of salvation will come. Q
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